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| ﬂ d Ig O Pea rl deviates from the lush tropical or minimalist resorts

that populate Phuket. Its designer, American landscape architect Bill Bensley
of Bensley Design Studios, harked back to the island’s origins as a tin mining
centre to transform one of its oldest resorts, the cutmoded Pearl Village, inte
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Indigo Pearl.

With some of the most innovative resorts in Asia, including the Four EEaﬁﬂns/
(Langkawi, Shanghai, Koh Samui, Jakarta and Bali) and the Marriott (Bangkok,
Hua Hin and Pattaya) in his extensive portfolio, Bensley took a gamble with
Indigo Pearl. He describes the unfikely inspiration as "Neither good nor bad,
neither contrived nor romantic, but true”.
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Bangkok-based Bensley explains that he wanted to share a vision based on
Phuket's real history, not that of palm trees and pifa coladas. Tin«&gining was
Phuket's pioneer industry in the late 19th century which attracted early migrant®
to the island - then known as Tengkah. The Indigo Pear| site itself was an old tif—
mine. Dusit and Banyan Tree resorts on the Thai holiday isle also sit on old tin
mines that were cleared and rehabilitated some 20 years ago.

“The owners of Indige Pearl, the Na Rong family, are third and fourth generation
tin miners. They know everything about the history of tin mining, so | wanted
to capture a little of Phuket's history and create the story for the resort from an
artistic angle,” Bensley enthuses.
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ROUGH LUXE

MNestled on the fringe of Nai Yang Beach on
2@ quieter part of the island, Indigo Pear| sets
itself apart from the average resort with its
unusual combination of Industrial textures
and traditional Thai patterns with a modern
spin. Bensley's hemage to Phuket's tin mining
past could have been kitschy but he deftly
avoids this with an artistic approach filled with
surprising, stylish details.
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While the library may be a space

of quiet contemplation, the colour
scheme - an arresting blend of
charcoal, steel gray, hot pink and
burnt crange - is anything but serene

ensley does not shy away als to evoke a Thai tin processing fac
of a century ago. In
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Bensley showcased the Na Rong family’s collection of mining paraphernalia inside the Tongkah Tin Syndicate,
Indigo Pearl’s snooker hall. Guests can peruse the fascinating objects such as vintage scoring boards and a
tin bathtub mounted up in the rafters.
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A walk through the meandaring gardens
and metal or stone arches cascading

with bougainvillea freguently brings
surprise and delight with the unexpected
encounter with one of the many sculpiuras
scattered throughout the resort
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GREEN FINGERS

An early innovator in € ing ‘outdoor rooms’ definegd by Tiora and
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REVERED PAST

wWhen guests retreat into the private guestrooms, villas and pavilions e
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y Quarters, namead for machinery

even further from what Phuket's other hotels offer, At the Kell
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gvate tin mines, Bensley works with textural contrasts of the post-modern anc
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locally crafted furnishings.

The Captain Miles Suite’is one

of two nautical themed suites,
both embodying the classic biue
and white theme of anything
embodying water and sky. Tha
Captain Miles Suite is narmed after
Captain Edward Thomas Miles, the
Australian who brought the first
tin dredger to Phuket in 1908
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Besides Phuket's distant past, materials
recltaimed from the 2004 tsunami also serve
as inspiration and feature throughout the
hotel; reclaimed wood was re-invented as
headboards. Everything has a touch of tin,
from the doors to the washroom taps. Even
the boxes for amenities feature rusty nuts and
bolts embedded in Lucite

Bensley's association with the Indige Pearl
continues as the designer and the Na Rong
family have become close friends. Bensley
continues to add new layers to the Indigo Pearl
experience. Recently, he exhibited 10 one-of-
a-kind bronze 'tin mining’ sculptures in the
resort lobby and subsequently auctioned them
with proceeds donated to the orphans at the
Phuket Sunshine Village. F
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